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Fast Track Wins, Worker Lose with
Senate Trade Vote

After defeating several amendments aimed
at casing the economic and job ioss impact
Fast Track trading authority for President
George W. Bush is expected to have on
workers, the Senate approved the contro-
versial package 66-30 May 22, The vote
came after almost two weeks of intense
debate and efforts to assist U.S. workers
displaced by trade deals and o strengthen
the workers’ rights and environmental pro-
visions in the trade package, most of which
failed. “Fhis bill will guarantee that future
trade deals perpetuate the flaws of NAFTA
by costing Americans jobs, hurting thc
environment and protecting investor rights
over those of citizens and states,” said AFL-
CIO President John Sweeney. Fast Track
grants the president special authority to
negotiate trade deals and forbids Congress
any opportunity to correct flaws, including
lack of worker or environmental protection,

Along with granting Fast Track ‘authority to
Bush, the Senate bill includes an expanded
Trade Adjustment Assistance program. The
TAA proposal includes a partial subsidy for
workers who lose their jobs due to trade to
maintain their healih insurance coverage. It
also somewhat expands thc number of
workers who are eligible for

TAA. However, the expansion ignores a
large segment of trade-affected workers,
such as somc Teamsters members, who had
been included in an earlier version of the
bill.

The Senate bill now goes to a conference to
iron out differences between it and the
House bill that narrowly passed, 215-214,

in December. The House version of the bili
does not contain TM language and is con-
sidered even weaker on workers’ rights and
environmental protection than the Senate
hill.

In the past vear, U.S. workers lost 1.2 mil-
lion manufacturing jobs, and unempioy-
ment stands at 6 percent, the highest figurs
since 1994, With Fast Track authority, Bush
is expected to negotiate trade deals similar
to the North America Free Trade
Agreement-——which has cost hundreds of
thousands of jobs since its implementation
in 1994,

Along with threatening workers” jobs, Fasi
Track would allow Bush to negotiate agree-
menis that, like NAFTA, give corporations
huge powers; supersede national, state and
local laws: and prevent Congress from
amending trade pacts to address workers’
rights and covironmental protections.
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| attended a meeting in Akron, Ohio, along with International Vice President
Lefty Palm, Ran Hoover, and Terral Smith. We went over our proposal with represen-
tatives of the company. As | reported at the June membership mesting, | believe that
the meeting went pretty well, but it was the first time that corporate management was
“able 1o look at the prqposa1 They now want some time to go through it and discuss
it with other management in Akron. We may have another meeting with them in
Pittsburgh in the near future, unless the company turns us down. As | have said
before, if the company turns our proposal down, we will not have anything to vote on. If we do get a tenta-
tive agreement, it will be brought to our membership for a vote and then it would go the international Poticy
committee for approval of any part of it that deals with the Master Agreement. If they do so, then it would
have to be voted on and-approved by a majority of the locals representing the majority of the members. As
you can see, a lot of things would have to happen even if we do, in fact, get an agreement with the compa-
ny. When | know more about what is happening with hose and this proposal, | will put a notice out in the

lant.

g\s many of you know, as of June 4th, the sub fund went back to hemg updated weekly when it dropped to
8.86%. We currently have 173 people on layoff. Current updates are available by calling extension 8822.

Buy Books and Support Union
Business

When purchasing publications,
don't forget to check onling first
with Powell's Bookstore, the
nation's largest unionized book-
store, where employees are mem-
bers of international Longshore and
Warehouse Union Local 5. Go to
www.powellsunion.com and click
on "books'. This transfers you to the
Powells.com website - and 10 per-
cent of the purchase price goesto a
‘workers' profit-sharing plan.

in The Garden... Farm Workers
members have teamed up with
California flower grower Bear Creek
Corp. to develop a rose dedicated to
the memory of UFW founder Cesar
Chavez. Ten percent of the proceeds
from the sale of the lustrous red
rose go to the Cesar Chavez
Foundation, which educates young
people about the union leaders lega-
cy. To order call 800-292-4769 or
visit www. jacksenperkins.com.



Courage...doesn't  always
roar. Sometimes courage is
the quiet voice at the end of
the day saying, | will try
again tomorrow. "

| keep this raggedy, old, torn
out of a magazine, scrap of paper because of the mes-
sage and use it as a reminder of... well... just about
everything.

Great feats of courage will normally make headlines,
front page stories with pictures, or top story status on
the 6 o'clock evening news with “film at 10." But we
see courage everyday, all around us, many times so
subtle and so disquised that it is barely visible or rec-
ognizable. It may be the person working with pain. Or
it may be your coworker who is desperately trying to
keep up. Or they may be living with some incredible
pain and heartache but are still always cheerful and
hetpful. Is that not courage? There is the guy who
works daily overtime so his wife can be at home with
the kids. There is the woman down the line who warks
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because she is a single parent and no one else will
put the food on the table. There is that guy across the
hall who is just gratefu! for good insurance to help.
with the medical bills of a sick child. What about the
even smaller acts of courage? The smile and the hello
when everything is tumbling down around us. The
continued army of workers that are in each day with
good attendance and the people who continue to fil!
the vacancies, working daily overtime when constant-
ly barraged by negative responses and accusations
that "no one will work the overtime and nobody shows
up when we need them." Sometimes, just doing the
right thing, aithough it is the difficult thing and the
unpopular thing is an act of courage.

We all witness courage in our daily lives. We may just
not recognize if.

S0, each of you should celebrate and congratulate
yourselves. For the little acts of courage that make us
who we are. And for the big acts of courage that may
be waiting down the road.

And combining all our courage is nothing short of
true solidarity.

Chairperson, Women of 8t




Retiree’s Corner
Rx Express Rolls Across the Border

America’s seniors are crossing the Canadian border to buy drugs—prescription drugs that are substantially

cheaper in Canada than the United States. To dramatize the exploding cost seniors must pay for prescriptions
drugs and the need for a Medicarc prescription drug benefit, the Alliance for Retired Americans is sponsoring

more than a dozen a “Rx Express" bus trips from U.S. border cities to Canada in May and June.

Alliance members will visit doctors and purchase prescription drugs at what is expected to amount to as much as $1

million in savings. Several members of Congress will join the bus trips that will depart from such cites as

Burlington, Vt., Detroit, Mich., Grand Forks, N.D., Seattle, Wash., and Anchorage, Alaska.

“The Rx Express will demonstrate the urgent necd for action by Congress on an atfordable Medicare prescription

drug bencfit,” said Alliance Executive Director Ed Coyle.

The bus trips, said Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.), show just how “ludicrous it is for U.S. citizens, cspecially older

Americans, to have to go to Canada to purchase lower-cost medicines because of the lack of a prescription drug ben-

efit within the Medicare program. We must bear in mind for every person making the trip to Canada, there are others

who ate far worse off physically and who need lower-priced medications even more. Unfortunately, they cannot

physically board a bus.”

According to the Alliance, older people account for 13 percent of the U. S. populduon but more than one-third of the

drug expenditures. Nearly one-third of older Americans, 11 million, lack drug coverage of any type in the course of

a year,

Medicare beneficiaries with disabilities have poorcr health and require a greater number of and more expensive med-

ications than the Medicare population as a whole. Although many qualify for Medicaid, 28 percent lack drug cover-

age from any source.

For more information on these trips and the continuing fight for retiree benefits visit the Alliance for Retired

Americans website at www,retired americans.org
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